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Terminology work

Â terminology work

work concerned with the systematic collection, 
description, processing and presentation of concepts
and their designations

Â terminography

part of terminology work concerned with the recording 
and presentation of terminological data

NOTE: Terminological data may be presented in the form 
of term banks, glossaries, thesauri or other publications.

terminology management
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Short history: first approaches

Â In Central Europe, the first approaches to elaborate and 
order the terminology of a specific domain started several 
centuries ago:

Â DÜRER (1471 -1528) Mathematics

Â VESALIUS (1514 -1564) Anatomy

Â LAVOISIER(1743 -1793) Chemistry

Â BERTHOLLET(1748 -1822) Chemistry

Â von LINNE (1707 -1778) Botany und Zoology

Â Some of the developed nomenclatures are still valid and 
used today (e.g. Vesalius, Linne)
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Â Alfred Schlomann , a German engineer, elaborated and 
published systematically arranged technical dictionaries 
with illustrations

Â Each dictionary covers (all) the concepts of a specific 
domain

Â Between 1906 and 1928, 16 volumes of his ñillustrated 
technical dictionaries in 6 languagesò (ĂIllustrierte 
Technische Wºrterb¿cher in 6 Sprachenñ) were elaborated

Â Each volume contains between 400 and 2000 pages

Early terminological dictionaries
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Â 1906 the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) 
was founded in London. The working programme already 
contains the task to elaborate an international dictionary

Â 1938 the first issue of the dictionary was published with 
about 2000 concepts in 14 sub-domains

Â The dictionary contained terms in English, French, Italian, 
Spanish(, German) and Esperanto with definitions in English 
and French

Early terminological standardization
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Â Beginning of page 43 of the IEC dictionary:

Early terminological standardization
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Â 1917 the technical committees of the German Standards 
Association (DNA = Deutscher Normenausschuss, later 
called DIN = Deutsches Institut für Normung) established 
specific sub-committees for terminology

Â 1926 the same happens on international level in ISA 
(International Standards Association, later called ISO)

Â Also other national standards bodies established 
terminological sub-committees

Early terminological standardization
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Â Example of a terminology standard:
(British Standard 206 (1943) containing concepts and 
terms in the field of electrical engineering)

SUB-SECTION 26 : PARTS AND TYPES OF W INDINGS

No. Term Definit ion

2601 Drum  w ind ing A w ind ing fo rmed o f co ils arranged who lly inside or outside a

cylindr ical core and situated either on the surface or in the slo ts.

2602 Ring w ind ing  A w ind ing fo rmed o f co ils wound round a magnetic  core 

TOROIDAL W INDING of annu lar fo rm, in such a manner that one side o f each co il

GRAM M E W INDING is looped through the r ing.

Early terminological standardization
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Â Eugen Wüster

Â 1931 Dissertation ĂInternationale Sprachnormung
in der Technik, besonders in der Elektrotechnikñ

Â 1936 foundation of a technical committee dealing with 
terminological principles (ISA/TC37, later ISO/TC37)

Â To improve the basic principles of terminology for the 
creation of a standard, Wüster elaborated the systematic 
dictionary ñThe Machine Toolò (1967/1968)

Early terminological standardization



K.-D. Schmitz, IIM, FH Köln



K.-D. Schmitz, IIM, FH Köln



K.-D. Schmitz, IIM, FH Köln



K.-D. Schmitz, IIM, FH Köln



K.-D. Schmitz, IIM, FH Köln

Computerized terminology: mainframes

Â Since the middle of the 1960 th , language 
departments of large organisations and companies 
started to develop mainframe databases for 
terminology management

Â TEAM (Siemens)

Â LEXIS (Bundessprachenamt)

Â EURODICAUTOM (EU Commission)

Â first paper templates for recording terminology; 
data typists for data input and retrieval; printed 
terminology lists; only for internal usage; later 
published on microfiche and access via modem
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